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St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
99 Church Street, Hamburg PA 19526-1213 

www.stjohnshamburg.org 
Pastor Mark Jensen 

revmarkjensen@comcast.net 
  Pastor’s Cell:  920-318-9593 

   Dr. Betsy Zimmerman-Morgans, Choir Director and Organist 
    Ms. Kate Kauffman, Assistant Organist & Jr. Choir Director     

Mrs. Bethany Thren, Parish Ed Coordinator  
Kelly Zimmerman, Church Secretary secretarykellyz@gmail.com 

          Church Office Phone: 610-562-3808     Church Fax: 610-562-7616 
                 

DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS,  The Word in Season are available in the 
literature racks in each narthex. 
PLEASE SILENCE YOUR CELL PHONE DURING THE                      
WORSHIP SERVICE. 

 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH CDC GUIDELINES: 

STAY HOME IF YOU ARE ILL (Worship is offered on Facebook) 
*Thanks to your cooperation we are able to safely gather in person* 

 
PURPOSE  STATEMENT 

God’s purpose for St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is to share 
God’s love through Word, worship, song, and by serving others. 

Guiding Principles: 
Jesus is our Lord and Savior. 
God shows no partiality. 
Live in/with a spirit of generosity. 
Boldly speak God’s word. 
Worship, fellowship, and prayer are central to our faith. 
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Second Sunday of Advent  
Sunday, December 4, 2022 

10:15 AM 
 

NOTE:  The asterisk sign (*)  means to please stand, if able. 
 

PRELUDE  Wind Through the Olive Trees  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
P Blessed be the Lord, the God is Israel, who alone does wondrous 
 things.   
C Blessed be God’s name forever.  Amen. 
 
P Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep.  Let us confront our 
 sins, and confess them to the one who is merciful and just.   
 
P God of new beginnings,   
 
C We confess that we have not welcomed your Holy reign.  We 
 have strayed from your paths.  We prepare for war instead of 
 peace.  We dishonor one another and your creation.  Purify us 
 with your refining fire and set us again on your way of love, that 
 we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, and welcome your 
 coming among us.  Amen.   
 
P People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, 
 a living sign.  By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder.  
 You have put on Christ, and your sins have been washed away.   
 Rejoice in the way of the Lord.    
C Amen. 
 
*GATHERING HYMN: Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers LBW 25  
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*GREETING 
 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
 communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
ADVENT WREATH PRAYER 
 
P Praise to you, O god, our salvation who is near.  You hold us in our 
 waiting and keep us awake to the world.  You show up in our lives at 
 unexpected times.  Bless us as we light this candle to keep vigil for 
 your arrival.  We trust that even though we do not know the day or 
 the hour, you hurry to gather all people to your peace.   
 
C Amen. 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE   
SING VERSE 2 (ONLY)  (SEE NEXT PAGE) 
 
Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel LBW 34 2nd verse  
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 *PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P Let us pray. 
C Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only 
 Son. By his coming nurture our growth as people of repentance 
 and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
 and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and  
 forever.  Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S CHAT 
 
FIRST READING:   
 
A A reading from : Isaiah 11:1-10 
A reading from Isaiah. 
Isaiah describes the coming of a future, ideal ruler who will renew David’s 
royal line (the stump of Jesse). Gifted by the spirit of God, this ruler will 
reign with perfect justice. Enmity and danger will be restored to harmony 
and peaceful coexistence. 
 1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
  and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
 2The spirit of the L  shall rest on him, 
  the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
  the spirit of counsel and might, 
  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the L . 
 3His delight shall be in the fear of the L . 
 
 He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
  or decide by what his ears hear; 
 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
  and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
  and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
  and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
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 6The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
  the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
 the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
  and a little child shall lead them. 
 7The cow and the bear shall graze, 
  their young shall lie down together; 
  and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
  and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
 9They will not hurt or destroy 
  on all my holy mountain; 
 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the L  
  as the waters cover the sea. 
 
 10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the 
nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM:   Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
 
[R] May the righteous flourish; let there be an abundance of 
peace. (Ps. 72:7) 
 1Give the king your jus- | tice, O God, 
  and your righteousness to | the king’s son; 
 2that he may rule your | people righteously 
  and the | poor with justice; 
 3that the mountains may bring prosperity | to the people, 
  and the | hills, in righteousness. 
 4Let him defend the needy a- | mong the people, 
  rescue the poor, and crush | the oppressor. R 
 5May he live as long as the sun and | moon endure, 
  from one generation | to another. 
 6Let him come down like rain upon | the mown field, 
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  like showers that wa- | ter the earth. 
 7In his time may the | righteous flourish; 
  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall | be no more. 
 18Blessed are you, L  God, the | God of Israel; 
  you alone do | wondrous deeds! 
 19And blessed be your glorious | name forever, 
  and may all the earth be filled with your glory. A- | men. Amen. R 
 
SECOND READING:   
 
A A reading  from  Romans 15:4-13 
God’s promise to include Gentiles within the circle of God’s blessed people 
has been fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Christians live out their unity by welcom-
ing and encouraging each other just as Christ has welcomed them into 
God’s family. 
4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so 
that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might 
have hope. 5May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to 
live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so that 
together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
 
 7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for 
the glory of God. 8For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the cir-
cumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the 
promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that the Gentiles might glo-
rify God for his mercy. As it is written,  
 “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, 
  and sing praises to your name”; 
10and again he says,  
 “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; 
11and again,  
 “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 
  and let all the peoples praise him”; 
12and again Isaiah says,  
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 “The root of Jesse shall come, 
  the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; 
 in him the Gentiles shall hope.” 
13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that 
you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
*GOSPEL:  Matthew 3:1-12 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 3rd Chapter, beginning 
 with the 1st verse. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
Just before Jesus begins his public ministry, John the Baptist appears, 
calling people to mend their ways and speaking of a powerful one who is 
to come. 
1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, pro-
claiming, 2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is the 
one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,  
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
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  make his paths straight.’ ” 
4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his 
waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of Jerusa-
lem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the Jor-
dan, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 
sins. 
 7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he 
said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath 
to come? 8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9Do not presume to say to your-
selves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from 
these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10Even now the ax is lying at 
the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut 
down and thrown into the fire. 
 11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful 
than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his 
hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the 
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
 
P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON  
 
*HYMN OF THE DAY:    On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry  LBW 36  
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*CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried;  
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven,  
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
P As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a 
 world that yearns for new hope. 
 
P God, you renew the church in every age. We give thanks for hymn 
 writers and theologians (especially John of Damascus, whom we 
 commemorate today). Inspire teachers, writers, and musicians to 
 delight and instruct your people. God, in your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
 
P You give us a vision of creation in harmony, when hurting and  
 destruction will be no more. Teach us to be stewards of the earth and 
 companions to its creatures. Restore to balance and wholeness what 
 human greed has harmed. God, in your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
 
P You defend the cause of all who are poor and oppressed. Raise up 
 leaders who will govern with equity and serve the common good. 
 Guide judges, lawmakers, and public officials to protect the rights of 
 those who cannot advocate for themselves. God, in your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
 
P You deliver those in need from suffering and fear. Come to the aid 
 of any who are exploited or abused, especially children, elders, and 
 victims of human trafficking. Provide safety and help to our 
 neighbors without shelter, refugees, and those fleeing violence.   
 God in your  mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
 
P You urge your people to welcome one another as you have  
 welcomed us. Nurture ministries of hospitality and care in this and 
 every congregation (local examples may be named). We pray for 
 people who are homebound, hospitalized, or separated from loved 



 

15 

 ones (especially).  We also pray of those we name aloud and silently 
 in our hearts. God, in your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
 
P You embrace all who have died trusting in your promises, and we 
 give thanks for their faithful witness. Sustain us in hope until we are 
 united with them in the joy of your eternal presence. God, in your 
 mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
 
P God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, 
 gather our prayers and join them with the prayers of all your 
 children. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
C Amen. 
 

 
*PEACE 
P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
Peace be with you. 
Peace be with you. 
 
OFFERING   
 
The Offering can be given on your way out of church this morning.    
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ANTHEM  “ Waiting for a King ”  
 
*OFFERING PRAYER 
 
P Let us pray. 
C God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of 
 your creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us patience 
 and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of 
 your Son, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
*GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
*WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
 and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all  
 to drink, saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
 shed for you and for all people for the  forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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*LORD'S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

DISTRIBUTION INSTRUCTIONS    
 
We will be offering in person communion at the railing for those who 

would like to receive it. We will continue to offer communion         
packages to be taken home for those who would not prefer to receive 

communion at worship.  
 

P The body of Christ, given for you. R Amen 
C The blood of Christ, shed for you. R Amen 
 
*COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
P The Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ keep you 
 in His grace now and forever more. 
C Amen. 
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*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
P Let us pray. 
 
C God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of 
 that day when the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us 
 forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness 
 of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
 Amen. 

 
*BENEDICTION 
 
P Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, bless you now and  
 forever. 
C Amen. 
 

*SENDING HYMN:    “The Advent of Our God  LBW 22  verses 1-4  
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*DISMISSAL 
 
P Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
*POSTLUDE   “March Triumphant”  
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #21923. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  
 
God’s presence in our lives is seen and felt through prayer.  In                             
worship we share our joys, concerns, Thanksgivings, and petitions.  
We  also voice the names of those folks we wish to remember in               
prayer.  If you have someone who needs the congregation’s prayers, 
please speak the name during the Prayers of Intercession or give the 
name to Pr. Jensen for inclusion in the prayer.  Today we pray for  Ka-
ren Fister, Gail James,  Sara Beltz, Charlie Mengel, Betty Yeager, 
Jeanette Grill, Dolores Cullen,  Jordan Barsinger,  Ruth Mengel,   
Charlotte Uhler, Barbara Lafredo, Betty Steinkerk, Ruth Kershner, 
Corine Rollman, Dick Keiser, Kevin Zittauer, Shirley Flammer,  Cindi 
Dunkelberger, Donna Silk , Mae Stump, James Wolfe, Pastor Inge 
Williams, Alice Gerhart, Georgine Fritzinger, Pam Yerger, Matt & 
Kelcy Hurst, Daniel Kline, Origene Grahn, Scott Kamp, Helen Miller, 
Vince Mengel, Monica Capitella, Ron Eck  

 
 
THE ALTAR FLOWERS  are presented to the Glory of God 
and  in honor of Richard and Angela Kleckner’s 20th wedding 
anniversary on December 7th.    

 
 
THE BULLETINS are sponsored in to the Glory of God in    
honor of our grandchildren Jason, Isaac, & Kathryn by Cheryl 
and Larry Bressler.   
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November 27, 2022 
Attendance –64                       
Current:  $3,080.86 
Benevolence:  $182.00 
Sunday School:  $25.00 Joyful Noise $122.52 
Organ:  $1.690.00 
Total:  $5,382.86 

Lector:  Donna Paar 
Sound Board:  Peter Fink  
Ushers:   Doug Adams, Sue Himmelberger, Rick Roth, Rebecca & 
Lee Heffner  
Communion Assistants:       Bread:  Pastor Jensen, Karla Jensen  
                     Wine:  Ken Arndt , Gary Galla 

Lector:  Jen Herman   
Sound Board:  Brad Hehr   
Ushers:   Peter & Melissa Schlenker, Glenn & Donna Ruth  
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 St. John’s Grief Support Group  
Grieving the loss of someone we love is one of the hardest journeys we 
travel in life. Having a group that offers us support and compassion in our 
mourning provides us with the healing care that we need. Pastor Jensen is 
offering a grief support group this fall beginning in October. St. John’s 
Grief Support Group is for members and non-members of our church. 
We’ll be using resources by Dr. Alan Wolfelt, who is the director for the 
Center for Loss and Life Transition in Ft. Collins, CO. The cost of the ma-
terials is $25. However, if you cannot afford the resources please contact 
Pastor Jensen so that arrangements can be made to cover the cost of your 
materials. To attend St. John’s Grief Support Group please contact the 
church office at 610-562-3808, or email us at secretarykelly@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

December Scrip News 

 Christmas is only a few weeks away, and gift cards make GREAT 
gifts for Christmas.  We have several cards on hand (Walmart, RednerÕs, 
Cracker Barrel, Weis, Sheetz, Red Lobster, Dunkin, BoscovÕs, etc…), and 
you can pay and take them on the spot!  If you want a card that we do not 
have on hand, we will have to order it.  ALL orders for Christmas must be 
placed no later than Sunday, December 11.  If you order after Decem-
ber 11, we cannot guarantee that you will have the cards in time for Christ-
mas.  Please stop by the auditorium before the church service (between 
9:30-10:00) or immediately after the church service each Sunday to or-
der/purchase gift cards.   
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$34,104.64  Organ fund Total as of November 27,  2022 

Our payment schedule for the organ restoration is as follows: 

1. 20% ($26,602,60) due upon signing of the contract - already paid. 

2. 40% ($53,205.20) due upon removal of the components, April 2023 

3. 30% ($39,903.90) due upon start of re-installation, July 2023 

4. 10% ($13,301.30) due upon completion of the project, August 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

Salvation Army Red Kettle Concert 

You’re invited to attend the Red Kettle Christmas Concert on Sunday,             
December 4th at 4:00 at St. John’s Lutheran Church. The concert will fea-
ture local musicians and singers as well as the Salvation Army Brass En-
semble. This concert is free and open to the public. A freewill offering 
will be taken during the concert to benefit the Salvation Army. 
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A Service of 
Comfort and Hope 

Blue Christmas Service 
Presented by 

St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church 
And Friedens Church Shartlesville  

Tuesday, December 22nd at 11:30 AM 
St Johns  

99 Church Street Hamburg 
with a soup luncheon to follow 

 
 

GOSPEL MESSAGE 
December 4, 2022 
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
An Impossible Vision? 
Today’s image from the Old Testament reading of a world at peace—a peace so full 
and universal that it extends to every living creature—may feel as comforting as it does 
unbelievable, at least by our logic (Isaiah 11:1-10). Wolves and lambs aren’t friends. 
Lions don’t eat straw. Children should not play with snakes. In the animal kingdom—
and we are animals—there are predators and prey. Whether we take it literally or meta-
phorically, “Eat or be eaten” is how we’ve been taught to survive in the wilderness. 
And yet here, on this wilderness morning, we hear the prophet telling us that it does not 
have to be this way—indeed, that it will not be this way forever. In the new world God 
is coming to bring, we won’t need to tear each other apart just to survive. Somehow we 
will be able to live together in peace. 
No wonder that of all the ways God could have revealed the depths of holy love and 
brought reconciliation to the world, God chose to come as a little child, a child no one 
thought possible, a branch from a tree that was seemingly long dead. 
Beholding this child moves us to repentance, turning us from all the ways we demonize 
and hurt each other, and calling us instead to offer peace. Rather than taking the bait set 
to keep us fighting, we come together to eat the bread and drink from the cup set at the 
Lord’s table. 
In the new creation, our identity is no longer defined by our lineage or status, as those 
who came to be baptized by John imagined, or by being enemies, prey, or predator. In-
stead, in Christ’s baptismal waters we are given a new life as beloved kin. With God all 
things are possible! 
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Sunday, December 4, 2022 
Second Sunday of Advent  
9:00 AM Sunday School 
10:15 AM   Worship 
4:00 PM Red Kettle Concert  
Monday, December 5, 2022 
9:00 AM Kinder Klass 
7:00 PM Bell Choir  
7:00 PM Boy Scouts  
Tuesday, December 6, 2022 
9:00AM Kinder Klass  
1:00 PM Quilters 
6:00 PM Girl Scouts 
Wednesday, December 7, 2022 
9:00 AM Kinder Klass  
7:00 Worship and Music Virtual Meeting  
Thursday, December 8,  2022 
9:00 AM Kinder Klass 
7:00 PM AA 
7:00 PM Chancel Choir  
Friday, December 9, 2022 
9:00 AM Kinder Klass  
Sunday, December 11, 2022 
Third Sunday of Advent  
9:00 AM Sunday School 
10:15 AM   Worship 
Advent Activity following worship  
 


